THE WASA KINGS
persisting with his proposals the confederation declared
a rokosz, and proceeded to discuss the dethronement of
the king and the election of Bocskay to the monarchy.
Finally the king was driven to arms. He called in the
Quartians, or guards of the border, and issued a manifesto
condemning the rokosz. Then he sallied forth and
crushed the rebels at Jarnowiec. The Diet, on being
convoked, displayed its customary aversion to any
decisive action. A resolution was passed which referred
to " malpractices by die king " and threatened that if,
after three warnings, they were repeated, the people
would be absolved from their allegiance, and a new king
would be appointed. Meanwhile the rebels were still
under arms; and though Sigismund again defeated them
at Guzow in 1607, and in 1609 a general amnesty was
deckred, the right to revolt was in this manner added to
the other rights which precedent permitted to the Polish
szlachta.
Sigismund's external enemies included his own people
of Sweden, who invaded the Polish province of Livonia
in 1600. Two years kter, Zamoyski, with but a small
force, gave them battle, and they suffered so badly that
Charles IX. offered to renounce all claim to the province
if Sigismund would abandon for ever his own claim to
the crown of Sweden. This the Polish ruler refused, and
the war dragged on. In 1604. the Swedes were defeated
at Weisenstein, and at Kirchholm in 1605 ; but it was not
till 1630 that the province was returned to Poland by the
Treaty of Altmark.
The claims raised to the crown of Muscovy by the
various impostors who posed as the actually murdered
Demetrius gave Sigismund an opportunity of maintaining
Poland's eternal quarrel with die Czar, and of carrying
the war into Muscovite territory. In 1610 the great
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